Acenocoumarol and vasculitis: a case report.
A 62-year-old woman was referred to the dermatology department for a history of fever, asthenia and cutaneous rash, which appeared after a 3-day course of digitalin and acenocoumarol for atrial fibrillation. The physical examination revealed multiple round confluent purpuric lesions over her entire legs with no blistering. Laboratory exams were all negative. Biopsy of the involved skin was compatible with leucocytoclastic vasculitis. The acenocoumarol treatment was withheld and the skin lesions resolved spontaneously over the next 10 days. The cause of this purpura was seemingly acenocoumarol because of the close temporal relationship between exposure to the drug and the onset of the symptoms, and the spontaneous resolution of the lesions after acenocoumarol was discontinued. This observation illustrates a rare association between vasculitis and acenocoumarol. Clinicians should be aware of this potential adverse effect and recommend interrupting the drug intake when temporal relation is evocative.